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VIOLENT MILITARY ACTS 

TRIGGER 



 

 

The developments triggering the crisis situation;  

 

 Occurs on any issue prepossessing the diplomatic concerns/agenda of the 

decision maker 

 Might emerge suddenly as well as developing in a certain period of time 

 

 Enforces the decision maker to make a change in her perception or reality, 

in her values and priorities 

 This situation is perceived as risk, danger or threat by the decision maker  

 

 The decision maker has to make a choice among limited options and take 

a decision due to this perceptional situation 

 

 Though a possibility of military conflict or war with the opponent actor/s 

because of her decisions exists, [this does not happen all the time.]  

 

[Foreign Policy] Crisis: 



 

 



Turkish – Greek Foreign Policy Crises in Protracted Conflict (1923-2014) 

          

      INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS 

          

          

  PROTRACTED CONFLICTS     

  
TURKEY- GREECE (1923-) 

    

          

    
Crises in Protracted Conflict (Non-Military Violent) 

  

    
1955  6-7 September Crisis     

    

1974-1976 Aegean Crisis I 

1974-1980 NOTAM – FIR Crisis 
    

    
1981 Limnos Crisis     

    
1984 Western Thrace Crisis     

    
1994-1995 Aegean Crisis III     

    
Crises in Protracted Conflict (Threat to Use of Force) 

  

    
1964 Cprus Crisis I     

    
1967 Cprus Crisis II     

    
1987 Aegean Crisis II     

    
1996 Kardak – Imia Crisis     

    
1997 S-300 Missiles Crisis     

    
1998 Syria - Ocalan Krizi     

    
Crisis in Protracted Conflict (Limited War) 

  

    
1974 Cprus Crisis III     

          

          

Source: Created by autors using  table in Brecher, International Political Earthquakes…, p. 38.  



Characteristics are observed in the 
[Foreign Policy Crisis] 

 

Emerged within 
protracted [long term] 
conflicts: 

 
• high possibility of, 

 
– violence in trigger 

–  high value threat  

– violence in crisis management 

 

 

 

 

Emerged outside 
protracted [long term] 
conflicts: 

 
• low possibility of, 

 
– violenceviolence in trigger 

– high value threat  

–  in crisis management 

 

 



Pre-Cold War  Cold-War  Post-Cold War  

 1924 Mosul Land Crisis  1955  6-7 September Case 
 1991 Turkey-Armenia Nakhchivan 

Crisis 

 1926-27 The Case of SS Lotus-

Bozkurt 
 1957 Turkey - Syria Confrontation  1992 TCG Muavenet Crisis 

 1929 Little Ararat Crisis  1958 Iraq Upheaval Crisis  1994 Aegean Sea casus belli Crisis 

 1935 Bulgaria-Turkey Crisis  1964 Johnson Letter Crisis  1996 Kardak / Imia Crisis 

 1936 Hatay / Sandjak Crisis  1963-64 Cyprus Crisis-I  1997 S-300 Missile Crisis 

 1942 MV Struma Crisis  1967 Cyprus Crisis-II  1998 Syria (Öcalan) Crisis 

 1945 Turkish Straits and Kars 

Ardahan Crisis 
 1972-73 Poppy Cultivation Regulation Crisis  2003 Sulaymaniyah “Hood” Crisis  

 1974 Cyprus Crisis-III 
 2003-  Eastern Mediterranean 

Maritime Jurisdiction Areas Crisis 

 1974-80 NOTAM-FIR Crisis 
 2010 – MV Mavi Marmara (Gazza 

Flotilla) Crisis 

 1974-76 Aegean Sea Continental Shelf 

Crisis-I 
 2011 - Turkey-Syria Crisis 

 1981 Limnos Militarization  Crisis  2014 -  ISIS Hostage Crisis 

 1984 (Minority of) Western Thrace Crisis 

 1987 Aegean Sea Continental Shelf 

Crisis-II 

 1988-91 Iraqi Refugee Crisis 

 1989 Assimilation and Emigration Crisis of  

Bulgarian Turks 



 

 

Crisis Name Discourse and/or Actions Triggered the Crisis 
The Nature of Events 

Triggered the Crisis 

The Category of Events 

Triggered the Crisis 

1955  6-7 September Crisis 
Non-military violent and attacks against the Greek 

minorities 
Violation of treaty Political- Humanitarian 

1963-1964 Cyprus Crisis I 
Military-paramilitary violent and attacks against the 

Turkish Cypriots 
Violation of status Political- Humanitarian- Legal 

1967 Cyprus Crisis II 
Military-paramilitary violent and attacks against the 

Turkish Cypriots 
Violation of status Political- Humanitarian- Legal 

1974 Cyprus Crisis III Coup d’Etat / Enosis Violation of status 
Political- Legal - Military- 

Humanitarian- 

1974 -1980 NOTAM-FIR Crisis Military security measures Security dilemma Military- Political- Legal 

1974-76 Aegean Sea (Continental 

Shelf) Crisis-I 
License declaration and seismic research 

Creation of de facto 

situation 
Political-Legal-Economics 

1981 (Militarization of) Limnos Crisis Militarization of Islands Violation of status Military- Political- Legal 

1984 (Minority of) Western Thrace 

Crisis  

Non-military violent and attacks against the Turkish 

minority in Western Thrace 

Violation of Status and 

Treaty 
Humanitarian- Political- Legal 

1987 Aegean Sea (Continental Shelf) 

Crisis-II 

Declaration of invalidity of agreement and 

statements of oil exploration activities 

Agreement -Violation of 

status 
Legal- Political 

1994-1995 Aegean Sea casus belli 

Crisis 
Declaration of Greek Parliament Declaration of will Political 

1996 Kardak/Imia Islets Crisis  
Landing troops on Kardak Islets and warning to fire 

in case of  draw near to islets  
Use of military force Military- Political 

1997 S-300 Missile Crisis* 
The signing of the missile purchase agreement with 

Russia 

Violation of status / fait 

accompli 
Military- Political 

1998 Syria –Ocalan Crisis** 
Turkey’s demand from Syria to fulfill according to 

upon its request  
Political pressure Political- Military 

2003 Maritime Jurisdiction Crisis in 

Eastern Mediterranean Sea*** 

Greek Cypriot Administration’s bilateral EEZ 

agreements with neighbors and license declaration 
Unilateral fait accompli Political- Legal 



 

 

CRISES 
1955, September 6-7 Crisis  

February 11, 1959 (Treaty of Zurich), 19 February 1959 (London Convention)  

August 16, 1960 (The Establishment of The Republic of Cyprus) 

1963-1964 Cyprus Crisis I (December 21, 1963 to 10 August 1964) 

1967 Cyprus Crisis II (November 15, 1967 - December 1, 1967) 

1974 Cyprus Crisis III (July 15, 1974 to 16 August 1974) 

1974 - 1980 NOTAM Crisis / August 6th, 1974 proclamation of NOTAMs No. 714 ; Removal of Turkish NOTAM numbered 714 / 

Removal of Greek NOTAM numbered 1157 

1974-1976 Aegean (Continental Shelf) Crisis I / Dated November 1, 1973 and numbered 14699 the Official Gazette / TPAO 

Continental Shelf  License; November 11, 1976  Bern Declaration  

1981 (Militarization of) Limnos Crisis / October 20, 1980 Greece's return to NATO with Rogers Plan 

1984 (Minority of ) Western Thrace Crisis 

1987 Aegean (Continental Shelf) Crisis II 

1994-1995 Aegean Sea casus belli Crisis / UNCLOS III- Statements of Parliaments 

1996 Kardak / Imia Islets Crisis  

1997 S-300 Missile Crisis* 

1998 Syria – Ocalan Crisis** 

2003- Maritime Jurisdiction Crisis in Eastern Mediterranean Sea *** 

* In Cyprus crises (1964, 1967, 1974) Greece has a guarantor state status. 1997 S-300 Missile Crisis has experienced between Turkey and Cyprus 

(Greek Cypriot Administration) but signed Joint Defense Doctrine and the Greece’s guarantor state status has become Greece to indirect parties in 

crisis. 

** The target country in Syria- Ocalan crisis (1998) is Syria, however Turkey has led to Greece indirect target due to the Greece's protection and 

support of Ocalan. Turkey stated that she may use the legal rights of self-defense. 

*** In the crisis of maritime jurisdictions over Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey has witnessed the emerging crisis period, which is about over maritime 

borders in both of Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration. 



 

 

CRISES 

1955, September 6-7 Crisis  

February 11, 1959 (Treaty of Zurich), 19 February 1959 (London Convention)  

August 16, 1960 (The Establishment of The Republic of Cyprus) 

1963-1964 Cyprus Crisis I (December 21, 1963 to 10 August 1964) 

1967 Cyprus Crisis II (November 15, 1967 - December 1, 1967) 

1974 Cyprus Crisis III (July 15, 1974 to 16 August 1974) 

1974 - 1980 NOTAM Crisis / August 6th, 1974 proclamation of NOTAMs No. 714 ; Removal of 

Turkish NOTAM numbered 714 / Removal of Greek NOTAM numbered 1157 

1974-1976 Aegean (Continental Shelf) Crisis I / Dated November 1, 1973 and numbered 14699 

the Official Gazette / TPAO Continental Shelf  License; November 11, 1976  Bern Declaration  

1981 (Militarization of) Limnos Crisis / October 20, 1980 Greece's return to NATO with Rogers Plan 

1984 (Minority of ) Western Thrace Crisis 

1987 Aegean (Continental Shelf) Crisis II 

1994-1995 Aegean Sea casus belli Crisis / UNCLOS III- Statements of Parliaments 

1996 Kardak / Imia Islets Crisis  

1997 S-300 Missile Crisis* 

1998 Syria – Ocalan Crisis** 

2003- Maritime Jurisdiction Crisis in Eastern Mediterranean Sea *** 

* In Cyprus crises (1964, 1967, 1974) Greece has a guarantor state status. 1997 S-300 Missile Crisis has experienced between Turkey and Cyprus 

(Greek Cypriot Administration) but signed Joint Defense Doctrine and the Greece’s guarantor state status has become Greece to indirect parties in 

crisis. 

** The target country in Syria- Ocalan crisis (1998) is Syria, however Turkey has led to Greece indirect target due to the Greece's protection and 

support of Ocalan. Turkey stated that she may use the legal rights of self-defense. 

*** In the crisis of maritime jurisdictions over Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey has witnessed the emerging crisis period, which is about over maritime 

borders in both of Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration. 



NO COMPROMISES BUT HOPES…  

• Negotiations under 
the pressure of 
(PAST); 

 

– Social and 

– Security concerns 

 

• Negotiations under 
the pressure of 
(TODAY); 

 

– Peaceful atmosphere 

 



NOT IN THE SHORT RUN, FROM 
DECISION MAKERS BUT… 

 

• In the long run,  

 

• with the help of the positive developments on 
the level of the communities / peoples of the 
Island.  

 



 

 

Thank you… 
 


